IN THE CLAIMS: 


Please amend Claims 1,6, 11,21, and 26 as shown below. The claims, as 
currently pending in the application, read as follows: 

1. (Currently amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 

a receiving unit adapted to receive a request and template data including a 
reusable object, an index of a variable object and position data of the variable object from an 
external apparatus; 

a generation unit adapted to generate, in response to a received request from the 
external apparatus, print data corresponding to a preview displayed on a display screen on the 
external apparatus , wherein the generation unit generates print data by merging the reusable 
object in the template data and the variable object by using the reusable object, the index of the 
variable object and the position data of the variable object in the template data, and wherein the 
index of the variable object is extracted from the template data and the index of the variable 
object from the template data is used during the merging process ; 

a selecting unit adapted to select a print server to transmit the generated print data 
from plural print servers, wherein the print server is selected in accordance with the external 
apparatus; 

an a firs t obtaining unit adapted to obtain instructions for printing via the display 
screen on the external apparatus; and 

a transmission control unit adapted to control transmission so that the print data 
generated by said generation unit is transmitted to a print server selected by the selecting unit in 
response to the obtaining unit for obtaining instructions for printing[[;]] 
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a second ob t aining uni t adap t ed t o ob t ain, when t he prin t server can t ransmi t da t a 
t o a plurali t y of prin t ers, s t a t us informa t ion on t he plurali t y of prin t ers; and 

a selec t ion con t rol uni t adap t ed t o prohibi t , based on t he s t a t us informa t ion, an 
unusable prin t er from being selec t ed by t he ex t ernal appara t us . 

2. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, further 

comprising: 

a specification unit adapted to specify a template for generating the print data and 
data to be inserted into the template, 

wherein said generation unit generates the print data based on the template and 
the data specified by said specification unit. 

3. (Previously presented) An information processing apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein the display screen comprises a display screen displayed on a Web browser, and 
the request from the external apparatus is communicated between the Web browser on the 
external apparatus and a Web server on the information processing apparatus. 

4. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, further 

comprising: 

a determination unit adapted to determine, when the print server can transmit data 
to a plurality of printers, which printer is to be used to perform printing by analyzing the request 
from the external apparatus. 
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wherein said transmission control unit controls transmission so that the print data 
and information designating the printer determined by said determination unit is transmitted. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) A print system which includes an information processing 
apparatus and a print server for causing a printer to perform printing, comprising: 

a receiving unit adapted to receive a request and template data including a 
reusable object, an index of a variable object and position data of the variable object from an 
external apparatus; 

a generation unit adapted to generate, in response to a received request from the 
external apparatus, print data corresponding to a preview displayed on a display screen on the 
external apparatus , wherein the generation unit generates print data by merging the reusable 
object in the template data and the variable object by using the reusable object, the index of the 
variable object and the position data of the variable object in the template data, and wherein the 
index of the variable object is extracted from the template data and the index of the variable 
object from the template data is used during the merging process ; 

a selecting unit adapted to select a print server to transmit the generated print data 
from plural print servers, wherein the print server is selected in accordance with the external 
apparatus; 

an a firs t obtaining unit adapted to obtain instructions for printing via the display 
screen on the external apparatus; and 
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a transmission control unit adapted to control transmission so that the print data 
generated by said generation unit is transmitted from the information processing apparatus to a 
print server selected by the selecting unit in response to the obtaining unit for obtaining 
instructions for printing[[;]] 

a second ob t aining uni t adap t ed t o ob t ain, when t he prin t server can t ransmi t da t a 
t o a plurali t y of prin t ers, s t a t us informa t ion on t he plurali t y of prin t ers; and 

a selec t ion con t rol uni t adap t ed t o prohibi t , based on t he s t a t us informa t ion, an 
unusable prin t er from being selec t ed by t he ex t ernal appara t us . 

7. (Previously presented) A print system according to Claim 6, further 

comprising: 

a specification unit adapted to specify, in response to the request from the external 
apparatus, a template for generating the print data corresponding to the display screen displayed 
on the external apparatus and data to be inserted into the template, 

wherein said generation unit generates the print data based on the template and 
the data specified by said specification unit. 

8. (Previously presented) A print system according to Claim 6, wherein the 
display screen comprises a display screen displayed on a Web browser, and the request from the 
external apparatus is communicated between the Web browser on the external apparatus and a 
Web server on the information processing apparatus. 
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9. (Original) A print system according to Claim 6, further comprising: 

a determination unit adapted to determine, when the print server can transmit data 
to a plurality of printers, which printer is to be used to perform printing by analyzing the request 
from the external apparatus, 

wherein said transmission control unit controls transmission so that the print data 
and information designating the printer determined by said determination unit is transmitted. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Currently amended) An information processing method comprising: 

a receiving step of receiving a request and template data including a reusable 
object, an index of a variable object and position data of the variable object from an external 
apparatus; 

a generating step of generating, in response to a received request from the 
external apparatus, print data corresponding to a preview displayed on a display screen on the 
external apparatus , wherein the generating step generates print data by merging the reusable 
object in the template data and the variable object by using the reusable object, the index of the 
variable object and the position data of the variable object in the template data, and wherein the 
index of the variable object is extracted from the template data and the index of the variable 
object from the template data is used during the merging process ; 

a selecting step of selecting a print server to transmit the generated print data from 
plural print servers, wherein the print server is selected in accordance with the external 
apparatus; 
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an a firs t obtaining step of obtaining instructions for printing via the display 
screen on the external apparatus; and 

a transmission step of controlling transmission so that the print data generated in 
said generating step is transmitted to a print server selected in the selecting step in response to 
the obtaining step for obtaining instructions for printing[[;]] 

a second ob t aining s t ep of ob t aining, when t he prin t server can t ransmi t da t a t o a 
plurali t y of prin t ers, s t a t us informa t ion on t he plurali t y of prin t ers; and 

a selec t ion con t rol s t ep of prohibi t ing, based on t he s t a t us informa t ion, an 
unusable prin t er from being selec t ed by t he ex t ernal appara t us . 

12. (Original) An information processing method according to Claim 11, further 

comprising: 

a specifying step of specifying a template for generating the print data and data to 
be inserted into the template, 

wherein, in said generating step, the print data is generated based on the template 
and the data specified in said specifying step. 

13. (Previously presented) An information processing method according to 
Claim 11, wherein the display screen comprises a display screen displayed on a Web browser, 
and the request from the external apparatus is communicated between the Web browser on the 
external apparatus and a Web server on the information processing apparatus. 
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14. (Original) An information processing method according to Claim 11, further 

comprising: 

a determining step of determining, when the print server can transmit data to a 
plurality of printers, which printer is to be used to perform printing by analyzing the request 
from the external apparatus, 

wherein, in said transmission control step, transmission is controlled so that the 
print data and information designating the printer determined in said determining step is 
transmitted. 


15. to 20. (Canceled) 

21. (Currently amended) A computer-readable recording medium having stored 
therein a program for causing a computer to perform processing, the program comprising: 

code for a receiving step of receiving a request and template data including a 
reusable object, an index of a variable object and position data of the variable object from an 
external apparatus; 

code for a generating step of generating, in response to a received request from 
the external apparatus, print data which corresponds to a preview displayed on a display screen 
on the external apparatus , wherein the generating step generates print data by merging the 
reusable object in the template data and the variable object by using the reusable object, the 
index of the variable object and the position data of the variable object in the template data, and 
wherein the index of the variable object is extracted from the template data and the index of the 
variable object from the template data is used during the merging process ; 
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code for a selecting step of selecting a print server to transmit the generated print 
data from plural print servers, wherein the print server is selected in accordance with the external 
apparatus; 

code for an a firs t obtaining step of obtaining instructions for printing via the 
display screen on the external apparatus; and 

code for a transmission control step of controlling transmission so that the print 
data generated in the generating step is transmitted to a print server selected in the selecting step 
in response to the obtaining step for obtaining instructions for printing[[;]] 

code for a second ob t aining s t ep of ob t aining, when t he prin t server can t ransmi t 
da t a t o a plurali t y o f-pr in t e r sT St atu r i n forma t iontnrth e-pl tr r a lftyT^ f prin t ers; and 

e o d e- fo r a-s e l e c ti on - con tr ol - s tep -of -pr ohi b i t T ngT-b as e d - tj n - t h e- s -t a t mr T nfonna t ion, 
a n tin - usable p rin t er from being - sel e c t ed by t he ex t e r nal a pp a r a t us . 

22. (Original) A recording medium according to Claim 21, wherein the program 
further comprises: 

code for a specifying step of specifying a template for generating the print data 
and data to be inserted into the template, 

wherein, in the generating step, the print data is generated based on the template 
and the data specified in the specifying step. 

23. (Previously presented) A recording medium according to Claim 21, wherein 
the display screen comprises a display screen displayed on a Web browser, and the request from 
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the external apparatus is communicated between the Web browser on the external apparatus and 
a Web server on the information processing apparatus. 

24. (Original) A recording medium according to Claim 21, wherein the program 
further comprises: 

code for a determining step of determining, when the print server can transmit 
data to a plurality of printers, which printer is to be used to perform printing by analyzing the 
request from the external apparatus, 

wherein, in the transmission control step, transmission is controlled so that the 
print data and information designating the printer determined in the determining step is 
transmitted. 


25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently amended) A computer-executable program stored on a computer- 
readable medium, the computer-executable program for causing a computer to perform 
processing, comprising: 

code for a receiving step of receiving a request and template data including a 
reusable object, an index of a variable object and position data of the variable object from an 
external apparatus; 

code for a generating step of generating, in response to a received request from 
the external apparatus, print data which corresponds to a preview displayed on a display screen 
on the external apparatus , wherein the generating step generates print data by merging the 
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reusable object in the template data and the variable object by using the reusable object, the 
index of the variable object and the position data of the variable object in the template data . and 
wherein the index of the variable object is extracted from the template data and the index of the 
variable object from the template data is used during the merging process : 

code for a selecting step of selecting a print server to transmit the generated print 
data from plural print servers, wherein the print server is selected in accordance with the external 
apparatus; 

code for an a firs t obtaining step of obtaining instructions for printing via the 
display screen on the external apparatus; and 

code for a transmission control step of controlling transmission so that the print 
data generated in the generating step is transmitted to a print server selected in the selecting step 
in response to the obtaining step for obtaining instructions for printing[[;]] 

code for a second ob t aining s t e p of ob t aining, when t he p rin t server can t ransmi t 
da t a t o a plurali t y of p rin t ers, s t a t us informa t ion on t he p lurali t y of p rin t ers; and 

code for a selec t ion con t rol s t e p of p rohibi t ing, based on t he s t a t us informa t ion, 
an unusable prin t er from being selec t ed by t he ex t ernal a p para t us . 

27. (Previously presented) A computer-executable program stored on a 
computer-readable medium according to Claim 26, further comprising: 

code for a specifying step of specifying a template for generating the print data 
and data to be inserted into the template, 

wherein, in the generating step, the print data is generated based on the template 
and the data specified in the specifying step. 
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28. (Previously presented) A computer-executable program stored on a 
computer-readable medium according to Claim 26, wherein the display screen comprises a 
display screen displayed on a Web browser, and the request from the external apparatus is 
communicated between the Web browser on the external apparatus and a Web server on the 
information processing apparatus. 

29. (Previously presented) A computer-executable program stored on a 
computer-readable medium according to Claim 26, further comprising: 

code for a determining step of determining, when the print server can transmit 
data to a plurality of printers, which printer is to be used to perform printing by analyzing the 
request from the external apparatus, 

wherein, in the transmission control step, transmission is controlled so that the 
print data and information designating the printer determined in the determining step is 
transmitted. 


30. (Previously presented) A computer-executable program stored on a 
computer-readable medium according to Claim 26, further comprising: 
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